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force a man to pay-not because he consumes, but because he
possesses; the one [the excise or the tax on consumption] is
a proof he is able to pay, the other [the tax on houses] no
proof of it at all.1 This is the last reference to the scheme,
for with the introduction, shortly after, of the tax on inhabited
houses by Lord North the agitation for a single tax of this
kind came to an end.

1 Political Arithmetic. By Arthur Young. London, 1774, chap, iii, sec. i, esp.
p. 214. During the revolutionary era in France a similar scheme for a single tax
on houses was again advanced as an entirely novel idea. See Plan de Revolution
concernant les Finances, ou Decouverte Consolante de Vlmpot Unique du Toise.
Par M. Blanc-Gilli, de Marseille. Paris, 1790. See esp. the Supplement a la
Decouverte de VImpot du Toise, pp. 78 et seq*